
his boots, suffered extremely with swelling and a burning sensation in the
feet. He had been a man of intemperate habits, and had, at a former
time, lost several of the toes of the left foot from a previous attack of
mortification.
Diagnosis.—Mortification by ossification of the arteries.
Prognosis.—Of course, very unfavorable.
Treatment.—Amputation presented to our minds the only possible

hope of staying the dilapidation so fast ensuing. Hence the immediate
removal of the right.(the worst) leg was determined upon ; and at 6
o'clock, I amputated the leg by the circular operation at about the junc-
tion of the upper with the middle third—the patient under chloroform.
The arteries opposed a considerable resistance to the knife, the passage
of which conveyed an unusual grating sensation, as from collision with
petrified rather than ossified vessels. Their ligation was effected with
more than usual facility, inasmuch as they protruded beyond the contract-
ed surrounding tissues, instead of retracting within them.
We left the patient comfortable, having lost very little blood, and ex-

perienced no pain during the operation ; nor would he be convinced of
its execution until his attention was directed to the absence of the limb.
R,. Port wine, f g ij. ; quinine, grs. v. To be repeated every six hours.
Diet—chicken soup, freely administered.

12th.—Patient under the influence of quinine; complains of some
pain in the stump; extremities still cold ; pulse rather more resisting,
and only 100 in frequency ; will take hut little nourishment. R. Con-
tinue wine every three hours, and quinine three times a-clay, in doses as
before. Enemaia to relieve the bowels ; and should pain continue, lau-
danum 30 gtts., repeated pre-re-nata. Left foot treated with cloths satu-
rared with the chloride of soda.

13th.—Much weaker; extremities of still lower temperature ; pulse
very feeble and intermittent ; delirium complete.

14th.—Died at 7, A. M.
It would have been an interesting investigation to have ascertained

to what extent the aterial system had been subjected to this ossifie de-
position. This I intended to have accomplished, had not my own indis-
position at the time prevented. But the perfect character of the ossi-
fication at the point examined, the slight effect of the stimulus, and the
apparent absence of any recuperative energy in the constitution of the
patient, notwithstanding so large a proportion of the contaminating mass
bad been removed, and without the loss of blood or the shock of pain
—are circumstances which seem to indicate the circulatory apparatus to
have been much embarrassed in its functions, from the extensive perva-
sion of the disease.—Southern Med. and Surg. Journal.

——————^m^—»———^»^—w i|

THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL.

BOSTON, AUGUST 27, 1851.

Water in Surgery.—Dr. Hamilton's Translation from the French, of
Amussat's Treatise on the Employment of Water in Surgery, makes an
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octavo pamphlet of 62 pages, and is a meritorious contribution to the stock
of useful surgical knowledge. Dr. Hamilton observes that "we find also
an additional reason for its publication in the exigency of the times, when
empirics are every where assuming to themselves the honor of having first
introduced water as a hygienic and therapeutic agent, and are claimingthe right to its exclusive use. We do not expect to arrest the streams
which are daily pouring their golden tides into the pockets of these men,
but simply to establish to whom the right of discovery actually belongs."
This publication presents a synoptical view of the opinions of fathers in
modern surgery, respecting the applications of water, cold, hot, tepid, and
so on, together with a few illustrations of its value in certain cases. Then
there is a reason given for certain views entertained by the author. Chap-
ter III. on the principal modes of application in surgery, is a model sheet
of directions. No words are wasted—nothing tedious introduced, and just
enough written to be profitable to the reader. Dr. Hamilton has brought
this forward very opportunely, and he has the thanks of one personal
friend, at least, for his willingness to disseminate a moiety of his own
abundant resources, for the guidance of others.

Literature of Insanity.—A quarto sheet, called the Opal, is regularly
published at the Utica, Ñ. Y., State Asylum, wholly edited by the patients
of the institution. Whoever devised this publication, had a thorough in-
sight into the laws of the human mind. The insane have an excess of
mental activity, which, in educated lunatics, may be most happily reduced
to the ordinary level of rational thinking, by devising avenues through
which the extra accumulations of sensorial power may be drawn off.
Writing is one of the natural and economical processes for doing this.
The battery in the head discharges itself rapidly through the telegraphic
cords out at the ends of the fingers, and we have no question respecting
the good effects of allowing the insane to write and publish whatever they
elaborate of a suitable character. The articles in the Opal are by no
means indicative of unsound minds in their authors. There is not a poli-
tical newspaper in the United States that does not exhibit as much indica-
tion of mental aberration as the modest, yet vigorous little sheet from
Utica. We are delighted with this ingenious, simple, yet philosophical
device, which time will show to be one of the reliable curative means at
the disposal of the institution.

Belmont Medical Society.—For a small, unpretending association, there
is not one in the country that accomplishes more for the advancement and
respectability of the profession than the Belmont Medical Society, of Ohio.
From 1847, to 1851, the transactions, already published, would do honor
to a much older and more prominent body. The members are pursuing
the true system for the diffusion of knowledge, and for the peace, respecta-
bility and permanent influence of their body. A patient, quiet, persever-
ing determination to understand the laws of our being, cannot do other-
wise than constantly advance and fit us for a higher sphere, of professional
usefulness. The researches of this Society, the character of the papers
published, and the influence they cannot fail to exercise on other minds,
presage the commanding position that awaits those who produce them. In
the new series, containing four essays, five cases and two reports, we have
been both gratified and instructed.
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University of Pennsylvania.—From our earliest recollection, the medi-
cal department of the University of Pennsylvania has been the most cele-
brated part of that institution, the academical department being very little
known beyond the circle of its immediate friends. The first and oldest
medical school in America has much to be proud of in its history; and it
is a subject of congratulation that it sustains itself in all its original vigor,
though surrounded by numerous competing institutions which have been
springing up like hardy saplings in the neighborhood. An annual report
is abroad from the faculty, which acknowledges a continued prosperity. A
feeling of thankfulness for past favors, stimulates to effort to merit more;
and it is not probable that the professors will now relax in their determina-
tions to maintain the undiminished dignity and usefulness of their several
chairs. The University was one of the first to adopt the suggestions of
the American Medical Association, in regard to an extension of the lecture
term ; and the practical benefits of the measure are said to be manifest.
The average number of students, since 1847-8, has been 47S—quite as

many as it would be convenient for any one man to address, daily, for theperiod of twenty-six weeks.

Philadelphia College of Medicine.—By the new circular, it appears that
the building in which the lectures of this college are given, is both excel-
lently constructed and centrally located. There were 105 students the
last term—of whom 62 have since graduated. By a beneficiary fund re-

cently established, ten students are to be received annually, by paying, in
lieu of the usual fees, the sum of $40 for perpetual admission to the lec-
tures, or $20 at the time of matriculation, for each of the two courses re-

quisite to entitle them to a degree. Applications are to be made, on this
foundation, to the Dean, accompanied with an ingenuous statement of the
claims of the candidate, in September, March and February. The sons
of physicians, and next, to them, the sons of clergymen, are to have a

preference. Anatomical pursuits are advantageously pursued at this in-
stitution.

Elements of General Pathology.—A second beautifully-printed edition
of that well-received book, " Elements of General and Pathological Ana-
tomy," by David Cragie, M.D., &c, of Edinburgh, has been recentlybrought out by Messrs. Lindsay & Blakiston, Philadelphia. It is really
an immense book, comprising 1072 octavo pages. It is fair to conclude
no topic has escaped an author, who has been indefatigable enough to pro-duce this amount of reading matter. This edition, says the title page, isboth enlarged and improved, presenting a view of the present stale of
knowledge in these branches of science.

First Medical Graduates in Michigan—Dr. Pitcher's Address.—At
Ann Arbor, in April last, Z. Pitcher, M.D., addressed the first personswho were graduated with the medical honors of the State. Their num-
ber is not recorded in the printed pamphlet. We have been quite familiar
for some years with the reputation of Dr. Pitcher, and this discourse con-
firms what has heretofore been said of him, viz., that he is an accomplish«ed scholar. It was an event in the youthful history of Michigan, to send
forth a new class of men from the University, who, superadded to their

 The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
The New England Journal of Medicine. Downloaded from nejm.org at COLUMBIA UNIV HEALTH SCIENCES LIB on September 17, 2016. 

 For personal use only. No other uses without permission. From the NEJM Archive. Copyright © 2010 Massachusetts Medical Society.



stock of general knowledge, have acquired an acquaintance with the laws
of life, and the remedies to be sought when the delicate mechanism of the
human body is impaired by disease or accident. These first graduates
heard some plain lessons in respect to what will bo required of them. Dr.
Pitcher shows considerable veneration for the rust of antiquity, althoughhis remark's are encouraging. He is determined medical men shall alwaysbe improving. This cannot be without industry, the great elevating
power in society. Without it, no plans will be successful, no reputation
permanent.

Ventilating Sun Shield.—Mrs. A. C. Willard, of Quincy, Illinois,
whose constructive talent is apparent from the manner it has been exercis-
ed, has exhibited in Boston, a contrivance, resembling a miniature fall-back
calash top, which is to be worn over and around the head by out-door la-
borers, to keep off the sun. The wearer is protected by it as though he
were under an umbrella. Comfortable as it must be, we could not avoid
laughing at the oddity of a backside view of a person having on the appa-
ratus. It would be a tolerable protection, too, against a pattering rain.
To what extent it may be adopted, should the price be within the means
of ordinary laborers, cannot be foreseen. The inventor is sanguine in the
opinion that railroad makers, miners, fanners, and in short all persons
whose employments expose them unpleasantly to the intensity of the sun,
will patronize the new article. In tropical countries they would be the
most comfortable thing imaginable ; but those who do the open-air drudgery
in such places, cannot purchase, often, a contrivance which must cost more
than the ordinary hat. Mrs. Willard's ingenuity is manifest, and we hope
she will find it has been directed in a way that will amply remunerate her.
Our province is to look especially to the comfort of the sick, yet we are
not indifferent to the condition of those who "need not a physician."

Foster Prizes.—Three Foster prizes of $10 each, for the best examina-
tions in the graduating class of Harvard University, at the Massachusetts
Medical College, this year, have been awarded to Drs. Freeman J. Bum-
stead, Charles H. Hildreth and Henry M. Lincoln.

" Extraordinary Bleeders."—We find in Felt's " History of Ipswich,"
published in 1834, a notice under the above head, of several families, in
Hamilton (which was once a part of Ipswich), who are remarkable for
bleeding profusely. We extract the following:
"There are four families in this town, called bleeders. Three of them

are immediately, and the other mediately, related. The number of indi-
viduals so denominated, is five. They are thus named from an unusual
propensity in their arteries and veins to bleed profusely, even from slight
wounds. A cut or other hurt upon them, assumes at first the common ap-
pearance, but after a week or fortnight, the injured part begins and conti-
nues for several days to send forth almost a steady stream of blood until
the redness of this disappears, and it becomes nearly as colorless as water.
A portion of the coagulated blood forms a cone, large or small, according
to the wound. The bleeding ceases when the cone, which has a minute
aperture, and is very foetid, falls off. The persons thus constituted, dare
not submit to the operation of a lancet. They often bleed abundantly at
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the nose, and are subject to severe and premature rheumatism. Some of
their predecessors have come to their end by wounds which arc not consi-
dered by any means dangerous for people in general. This hemorrhage
first appeared in the Appleton family, who brought it with them from Eng-
land. None but males are bleeders, whose immediate children are not so,
and whose daughters, only, have sons thus disposed. As to the precise
portion of those, who may resemble their grandfathers in bleeding of this
kind, past observation furnishes no data; it has been found altogether
uncertain."

Monument to Jenner.—A circular has been sent to this country, from
England, inviting the medical profession, and others, to contribute towards
the construction of a bronze monument to the memory of that distinguished
benefactor of the human race, Dr. Edward Jenner, to be erected in Lon-
don. The circular is admirably drawn up, and the appeal certainly pow-
erful; but if the monument could be in one of our own cities, or a

duplicate of it, more enthusiasm would be felt about it in the United
States. The subject has been brought before the Suffolk District Medical
Society, and steps will probably be immediately taken to obtain the aid
which is required.

Saratoga Springs.—This celebrated summer resort for health and plea-
sure has been quite as much visited the present season as ever before.
Its visiters are from everv part of the country, and the bodily ills of those
who seek relief at these fountains are of every species. To many of these,
the healing virtues of the waters are applicable, and have proved highly
beneficial; while to othcrs.no good has resulted. This is indeed what
might rationally be expected ; it is what occurs every year, and to any one
who spends but a week or two at the. place, frequent instances of its occur-
rence are presented. The truth of the remaries on this subject by Dr.
North, in No. 20 of the last volume of this Journal, is made evident to a
mere casual observer. While a diathesis which is marked by a languid
circulation and exhausted powers, with neuralgic pains,will be beneficiallystimulated by the daily use of the hot mineral baths, one with an over-
acting pulsation, or a tendency to inflammatory rheumatism, is in no wise
benefited. The free drinking of the waters is not attended with the same
differences of result; but In this, discrimination is also often needed. Dr.
North, though in feeble health, from his medical skill and long residence
at Saratoga is eminently qualified to advise in regard to the use of the
waters. He has accumulated a valuable collection of well-arranged medi-
cal notes and cases, which it is hoped will be put into a shape to make
them serviceable to future practitioners at the Springs, as well as to the
profession generally. Dr. L. E. Whiting is a younger member of the
profession there, but we have heard him very favorably spoken of as an
adviser and general practitioner. Dr. Freeman, a veteran in the service
at Saratoga, still remains at his post, and also one of the long known firm
of Allen & Steele—so that medical advice and aid may be readily ob-
tained by the valetudinarian. There seems to be no fear of a decline in
public favor of this well-known resort. The waters can and do accomplish
wonders, the place can be comfortably reached in winter as well as in
summer, and the new Empire Spring promises to be of itself a powerfuland efficient focus of attraction.
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Punishment of Quacks in the days of Edward VI.—A quack in the
days of Edward VI. was punished by being placed on a scaffold, with a
paper on his breast, on which his deceitful practices were written; after
which he was set on a pillory. He was next put on a horse's back—his
face to the horse's tail—the tail placed in his hands—a collar was put about
his neck, a whetstone on his breast, and he was led through the streets of
London, at the ringing of basins. He was afterwards banished. If the
quacks of our day were punished according to their deserts, what a flutter-
ing there would be !

Medical Miscellany.—The entire under jaw was recently taken out, at
the Emigrant's Hospital, New York—for the first time, it is said, in the
United Slates.—Cholera has broken out fiercely at Louisville, Ky., creating
quite a panic.—Dr. Richardson, of New Orleans, is represented to have
discovered an economical mode of propelling boats, or rail cars, by atmos-
pheric pressure, entirely doing away with steam power.—A singular dis-
ease has broken out at Grand Canary, which the physicians do not under-
stand. The sick are covered with purple spots. Three medical gentle-
men have fallen victims to it.—It turns out that Dr. Valentine Molt, Jr.,
is the man who is to be professor of surgery in Washington Medical Col-
lege, in Baltimore, and not the father, as some may have supposed.—It is
in agitation to establish another medical college in New York.—M. Arago,
the great astronomer, who is passing the summer at the mineral springs of
Vichy, is nearly blind, and probably will entirely lose his sight. His
brother, who is likewise a man of extraordinary abilities, has been blind
many years.—Yellow fever has appeared at Surinam, with violence. It
also lingers about Jamaica, where the smallpox is quite prevalent.—Mrs.
Betsey Overstoke, of Ohio, at the age of 76 years, has given birth to a
child ! She had not had one for thirty years.—Dr. Evans, U. S. geologist,
recently returned from the Yellow Stone river, found, near the body of a

petrified tree, the shoulder-blade of a mastodon, measuring nearly 3J feet
across—also, some enormous foot bones of the same animal. Fossil shells,
the head of a snake, and other curiosities, were found by Dr. Evans in tho
same locality.—During the last forty years, 10,632 persons have died in
Boston of consumption. The deaths from Asiatic cholera, in the same
time, were only 830.—A census just taken proves the population of Swit-
zerland to be 2,426,000, half a million less than that of the State of New
York.—Bowel complaints arc extremely prevalent in some sections of tho
country.—A violent contagious epidemic had broken out at the garrison of
Pernambuco, at the last advices.
To Cuukkspondknts.—Dr. Hitchcock's paper on strangulated bernia lins buen received.

Several original communications ot much length are now on hand, and some delay may be ex-
pected in die insertion oí'some of theni.

DIED,—At Cranston, R. 1., Dr. Jeremiah W. Olney, 55.—Dr. John Fisher and Dr. J. A. Tour-
niquet, of the United Slates, taken in the recent Lopez invasion, at Havana, and shot.

Deaths in Boston—for the week ending Saturday noon, Aug. 23d, 94.—Males, 51—females, 40.
Accidental, 3—apoplexy, 1—disease of bowels, (i—disease ol brain, 2—consumption, il—convul-
sions, 1—cholera intantum. 10—cholera morbus, 2—canker, 1—croup, 1—dysentery, o—diarrhoea,
3—dropsy of the brain, G—drowned,!—erysipelas, 1—fever, 1—lyphus fever, 3—typhoid, 5—lung fever, 2—disease of the heart, I—infantile, U—intussusception, 1—inflammation ol the lungs,
1—disease of the liver, 1—marasmus, '1—old age, I—palsy, 1—pleurisy, 1—puerperal, 1—small-
pox, 2—suiVocatioii, 1—teething, 7—unknown, 1—disease of the womb, 1.
Under 5 years, 53—between 5 and 20 years, 6—between 20 and '10 years, 19—between 40

and (i0 years, 12—over (iO years, 5. Americans, 44; foreigners and children of foreigners, 61).
The above includes 10 deaths at the City Institutions.
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